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“The Art Squad, Search-and Retrieve

By Jo Ann Lewis

A three-person art squad has been

formed to sweep the White House, Ex-

ecutive Office Buildings, Blair House

and Camp David in search of 257
works of art, currently lisied as
“unlocated” by the National Collec-
tion of Fine Arts. e

The search-and-retrieval mission is
part of a new strategy adopted by
NCFA following press reports last
week stating that some art loaned to
White House staffers since 1946 has
long since been moved or removed

- from the walls for which it was bor-
rowed.

The task force will scour the hun-
dreds of offices involved as soon as
the newly assigned members have
béen given security clearance, “which
could happen within 24 hours after
the names are received by us,” accord-

ing to Peter Kyros, deputy chairman ~
- of the Federal Council on the Arts

and the Humanities who is coordmat
ing White House cooperation in’ the
search.

Floor plan in hand, the art squad
will “literally-have to case every of-
fice in the new and old EOB, the'
White House, Blair House and Camp
David to complete their job,” accord-
ing to NCFA Registrar Robert John-
ston. “And if we find things that have

been sent or taken somewhere else,
we'll hunt them down till they’ra
found.”

Dr. Joshua Taylor, dlrector of

NCFA, met with Kyros on Wedmesday, °

just before leaving for a scheduled
three-week vacation, and was assured
“full cooperation” in the search for
the 160 prints, 68 watercolors, 23
paintings, four sculptures and two
pastels outstanding. Taylor had writ-
ten Kyros earlier in the week for-
mally requesting clearance and easy
access for the art squad.

“We'll need it,” says Johnston. “I've
tried checking out items in EOB be-
fore, and I know what it’s like. You
can do it if you have the cooperation

of everyone there and can move ~

freely, but people in individual offices
have had a real reluctance to let me

See SQUAD, B, Col. 1
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e P ETTeT the AT Squad

SQUAD, From B1 * The NCFA lending program to the -
© . executive branch began informally in
in. I think it would be easier if some- 1929, and until 1975 made works of art
one came with us this time, to clear available to various government offi.
the way.” oL clals, with no apparent guidegnlel:.
d-pi * mission (which The same year the rules were tight.
cofzilfind t;;x;leced va‘:;lgl,e n:icio:din(g .to ened to include only officials of cabi.

Johnston) are the museum’s .associate et rapk uit;r dhltgher, ,&dﬂ?;m”:
curator of prints and drawings, Tina - i::;"ar:gem:m a‘: pe other musean |k
Norelli, and two.members of John- ) dgha to o any ;
ston’s staff, Deborah Jensen and W(Xllso inve1975 NCFA undertook ag [
Thomas Bower. Donald McClelland, inventory of all outstanding loans to
coordinator of the lending. brogram, the executive branch 498 in all. Since
has been detailed to reconnoiter that time all but th e’ 257 whi cf: came |}
Camp David. : to light last week have been located
How would the denizens of EOB re. or returned. Twelve items were re-
act if the art squad burst into their turned from the White House in
offices asking to see their etchings? April, others in late May. Some have
“Well, I'd figure they must be follow. been reaccessioned and returned to
ing up on those pictures they lost over ¢y borrowers under the new strie- |
here, and I don't know what I'd do. I tures,
don’t know how you could keep them -“You must remember,” saiq Taylor,
out,” said one. But, she added, “we Te . “that ynti] 10 years ago the NCFaA
ally don’t have anything in here worth - Was only an office and a few galleries
looking at—at least it doesn’t look behind the elephant in the Museum of
very important.” Natural History.” The one storage g

— s

In the wake of stories which 2D-  room they had is now used as a
peared in the press last Friday, the nurse’s office. “They were grateful to
NCFA has received two phone calls  have some blace to hang the works.”
Pinning down the location of seven More professional and systematic
works on the “unlocated” list, Four caring for the collections began when
prints were reported to be hanging at the museum moved into the renovated
the CIA, “which is where they're Sup-  Patent Office Building, just a decade L
posed to be,” according to Johnston, ago. )

“and three watercolors have been lo- And does the NCFA expect that, af. .
cated at the FDIC (Federal Deposit ter this grueling task, most of the #

Insurance Corporation). These were  works will he found? “I do, I A

signed out to the Executive Office really do,” says Johnston, “put Just h'x

Building in 1963.” case, I'm keeping my fingers erasiad * _
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